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SHOOT!

I	
  had	
  waited	
  for	
  some	
  /me	
  a0er	
  the	
  announcement	
  to	
  get	
  my	
  
review	
  copy	
  of	
  Julie	
  Golob’s	
  book,	
  “Shoot.”	
  I	
  was	
  not	
  
disappointed.	
  She	
  put	
  in	
  the	
  /ps	
  I	
  expected	
  for	
  seasoned	
  
shooters…but	
  I	
  was	
  pleasantly	
  surprised	
  to	
  see	
  that	
  she	
  
devoted	
  much	
  of	
  her	
  book	
  to	
  new	
  shooters,	
  and	
  much	
  to	
  
those	
  who	
  had	
  owned	
  guns	
  and	
  been	
  shoo/ng	
  for	
  a	
  long	
  /me,	
  
but	
  had	
  not	
  yet	
  stepped	
  into	
  the	
  deep	
  and	
  exci/ng	
  pool	
  of	
  
compe//ve	
  shoo/ng.

I’ve	
  known	
  Julie	
  for	
  years,	
  back	
  when	
  she	
  shot	
  as	
  Julie	
  Goloski.	
  
While	
  I’d	
  love	
  to	
  adopt	
  her,	
  she	
  already	
  has	
  a	
  dad,	
  the	
  man	
  

who	
  set	
  her	
  on	
  her	
  dynamic	
  shoo/ng	
  path.	
  As	
  a	
  shooter,	
  she	
  has	
  kicked	
  buG	
  winning	
  na/onal	
  
championships	
  in	
  mul/ple	
  handgun	
  disciplines.	
  	
  Julie	
  goes	
  beyond	
  that	
  as	
  a	
  master	
  of	
  the	
  
shoo/ng	
  sports:	
  most	
  famous	
  for	
  her	
  handgun	
  victories,	
  she	
  also	
  competes	
  with	
  the	
  rifle	
  and	
  
the	
  shotgun.

Julie	
  is	
  living	
  proof	
  of	
  the	
  fallacy	
  that	
  a	
  woman	
  must	
  set	
  aside	
  her	
  femininity	
  to	
  compete	
  in	
  what	
  
has	
  too	
  long	
  been	
  seen	
  as	
  a	
  sport	
  that’s	
  “a	
  man’s	
  world.”	
  She’s	
  beau/ful	
  enough	
  that	
  she	
  could	
  
have	
  been	
  a	
  model.	
  I’ve	
  seen	
  her	
  teach	
  at	
  the	
  firearms	
  industry’s	
  major	
  trade	
  gathering,	
  the	
  
SHOT	
  Show	
  (where	
  I	
  expect	
  she	
  is	
  this	
  week)	
  and	
  she’s	
  awesome	
  at	
  that.	
  	
  She’s	
  smart	
  enough	
  
that	
  she	
  was	
  chosen	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  administrator	
  of	
  what	
  may	
  be	
  the	
  dominant	
  squad	
  of	
  industry	
  
sponsored	
  professional	
  tournament	
  shooters,	
  Team	
  Smith	
  &	
  Wesson.	
  She	
  is	
  sufficiently	
  kind	
  and	
  
graceful	
  socially	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  perfect	
  ambassador	
  represen/ng	
  the	
  shoo/ng	
  sports	
  world.	
  When	
  she	
  
chose	
  to	
  marry	
  one	
  of	
  my	
  highest	
  achieving	
  graduates,	
  Simon	
  Golob,	
  Julie	
  probably	
  shaGered	
  
the	
  wisTul	
  fantasies	
  of	
  thousands	
  of	
  male	
  shooters.	
  More	
  to	
  the	
  point,	
  though,	
  the	
  two	
  of	
  them	
  
and	
  their	
  liGle	
  one	
  comprise	
  a	
  classic	
  young	
  American	
  family,	
  which	
  happens	
  to	
  be	
  devoted	
  to	
  
sharing	
  the	
  Gun	
  Culture	
  with	
  an	
  America	
  that	
  needs	
  to	
  understand	
  that	
  these	
  values	
  are	
  part	
  of	
  
their	
  roots.	
  I	
  think	
  “role	
  models”	
  may	
  be	
  the	
  term	
  I	
  am	
  groping	
  for.

Julie	
  Golob’s	
  understanding	
  of	
  that	
  shines	
  through	
  in	
  her	
  book,	
  “Shoot.”	
  I	
  think	
  it’s	
  going	
  to	
  turn	
  
a	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  who	
  aren’t	
  shooters	
  and	
  gun	
  owners	
  into	
  shooters	
  and	
  gun	
  owners.	
  I	
  think	
  it’s	
  
going	
  to	
  help	
  push	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  from	
  being	
  casual	
  gun	
  owners	
  into	
  becoming	
  serious,	
  really	
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skilled	
  shooters.	
  While	
  a	
  great	
  many	
  of	
  those	
  people	
  will	
  be	
  female,	
  take	
  it	
  from	
  a	
  male	
  whose	
  
buG	
  she	
  has	
  kicked	
  in	
  na/onal	
  matches,	
  men	
  can	
  learn	
  from	
  her	
  book,	
  too.

And,	
  needless	
  to	
  say,	
  I	
  think	
  you	
  should	
  buy	
  Julie	
  Golob’s	
  book	
  “Shoot,”	
  and	
  maybe	
  pass	
  it	
  
around	
  to	
  people	
  you	
  know	
  who	
  could	
  benefit	
  from	
  reading	
  it.

______________________________________________________________________________

Massad	
  F.	
  Ayoob	
  is	
  an	
  interna/onally	
  known	
  firearms	
  and	
  self-­‐defense	
  instructor.	
  He	
  has	
  
taught	
  police	
  techniques	
  and	
  civilian	
  self-­‐defense	
  to	
  both	
  law	
  enforcement	
  officers	
  and	
  
private	
  ci/zens	
  in	
  numerous	
  venues	
  since	
  1974.	
  He	
  was	
  the	
  director	
  of	
  the	
  Lethal	
  Force	
  
Ins/tute	
  (LFI)	
  in	
  Concord,	
  New	
  Hampshire	
  and	
  he	
  now	
  directs	
  the	
  Massad	
  Ayoob	
  Group	
  
(MAG).

Ayoob	
  has	
  authored	
  several	
  books	
  and	
  more	
  than	
  1,000	
  ar/cles	
  on	
  firearms,	
  combat	
  
techniques,	
  self-­‐defense,	
  and	
  legal	
  issues,	
  and	
  has	
  served	
  in	
  an	
  editorial	
  capacity	
  for	
  Guns	
  
Magazine,	
  American	
  Handgunner,	
  Gun	
  Week,	
  Guns	
  &	
  Ammo	
  and	
  Combat	
  Handguns.	
  
Since	
  1995,	
  he	
  has	
  wriGen	
  self-­‐defense-­‐	
  and	
  firearms-­‐related	
  ar/cles	
  for	
  Backwoods	
  
Home	
  Magazine.	
  	
  Informa/on	
  courtesy	
  of	
  Wikipedia.
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